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so-called democracies melt before a given amount of non-
violence. Therefore, we must eliminate from considera-
tion the first argument, which would be fatal if it could
be proved to have any content in it.
The other two arguments are practical. The pacifists
may not do anything to weaken their own governments so
as to compel defeat. But for fear of so doing they may
not miss the only effective chance they have of demon-
strating their undying faith in the futility of all war. If
their own governments go mad and make martyrs of war-
resisters, they (the governments) must suffer the conse-
quence of the unrest of their own creation. The demo-
cracies must respect the liberty of individual non-violent
conscience, however inconvenient it may be. From that
respect there will spring hope for the world. This means
that they put their conscience and truth before their coun-
try's so-called interest. For, regard for one's conscience,
if it is really such, has never yet injured any legitimate
cause or interest. Therefore, it comes to this that a paci-
fist must resist when he feels strongly that, whether so-
called democracies live or die, the tug-of-war will -never
end war, and that it will only end when at the crucial
moment a body of pacifists have at any cost testified their
living faith by suffering, if need be, the extreme penalty.
"A true pacifist is a true satyagrahi. The latter acts by
faith and therefore is not concerned about the result, for
he knows that it is assured when the action is true.
After all, what is the gain if the so-called democracies
win ? War certainly will not end. Democracies will have
adopted all the tactics of the Fascists and the Nazis, in-
cluding conscription and all other forcible methods to com-
pel and exact obedience. All that may be gained at the
end of the victory is the possibility of comparative protec-
tion of individual liberty. But that protection does not
depend upon outside help. It comes from the internal de-
termination to protect it against -the whole world. In other